
Harry Teague Discusses Border Security with NM National Guard Officials

      Washington, DC – Tuesday, Congressman Harry Teague met with officials from New
Mexico’s National Guard.  The discussion focused on the National Guard’s efforts to secure the
border and current and future National Guard operations in New Mexico.

  

 

  

Teague led the group, which included Colonel Richard Clark,  Colonel Judy Griego, Lieutenant
Colonel John Fishburg and Major John Castillo, in a discussion of operations of the New Mexico
National Guard Counter Drug program, for which Teague secured a $4.8 million appropriation
for the current year, and the impact of the Administration’s recent deployment of additional
National Guard troops to the border, which was supported by Teague.

  

 

  

Additionally, Teague informed New Mexico National Guard representatives that his request for a
surge in border security funding to include additional Border Patrol agents and other border
enforcement officials, additional resources for local law enforcement agencies located near the
border, new forward operating bases for the Border Patrol in New Mexico’s Bootheel, and more
law enforcement resources to fight drug smuggling and the spillover of drug violence into the
U.S. was nearing a vote in the US House. 

  

 

  

“Representing a border district, I understand the impact that these operations can have on
communities and the area. Our meeting today provided the opportunity to discuss border
priorities and make sure that all concerns were heard,” said Congressman Harry Teague.  “As
Vice-Chair of the Congressional Border Caucus, securing the border and giving the  Border
Patrol and National Guard the tools they need to protect us is one of my top priorities.
 Reaching out to local border officials and law enforcement agencies is critical to this process,
as we work to keep New Mexican families safe.”
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Harry Teague has consistently called for a robust, comprehensive strategy to address the
violence along the border. In April, he called on the President to send the National Guard to
the border  to address the
growing national security threat there and led 50 of his colleagues in
requesting supplemental funding
to step up border security, including funding for National Guard on the border. Congressman
Teague has also called on President Barack Obama to 
convene a White House Summit
with the aim of building a policy to address the border violence crisis, ensure that the violence
does not spill over into the United States, and help America get back to work building our border
economies.  

  

 

  

 

  

Harry Teague on strengthening border security:

  

o   $50 million for Operation Stonegarden: This will provide resources to enhance law
enforcement preparedness and operational readiness along the borders.  
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http://teague.house.gov/images/stories/border_security_letter_to_obama.pdf
http://teague.house.gov/images/stories/border_security_letter_to_obama.pdf
http://teague.house.gov/images/stories/border_security_supplemental_appropriations_request_letter.pdf
http://teague.house.gov/images/stories/white_house_border_summit.pdf

